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New LSV and NEV Codes 

New Information 
Body type codes (BTC) have been developed to differentiate a low speed vehicle (LSV) 
or a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) from a golf cart (GC) in the department’s 
database. 

Procedures 
Use the following body type model (BTM) and BTCs for LSVs and NEVs with federal 
safety standard labels: 

Type of Vehicle Body Type BTM BTC 

LSV LS 0 Auto (new, used, and 
nonresident) NEV NE 0 

LSV LS P Commercial (new, 
used, and nonresident) NEV NE P 

NOTE: Do not use the body type varied (VA). 
 

Background 
The vehicle identification number (VIN) does not always generate the correct make, 
year model, motive power, or body type on DMV’s database. EXAMPLE: the VIN may 
generate a body type of GC when the vehicle is an LSV or NEV.   

The BTCs ensure proper identification of LSVs and NEVs.   

Distribution  
Notification that this memo is available online, at www.dmv.ca.gov under Publications 
was made via California DMV’s Automated E-mail Alert System in January 2011. 

Contact 
Call the DMV Customer Communications Section, at (916) 657-6560 for further 
clarification of this memo. Upon request, this document can be produced in Braille or 
large print.  

 

JEAN SHIOMOTO, Deputy Director 
Communication Programs Division 
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